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Chance of rain: High 58, Low 50 


NATION 
3-year-old 
playing with 
burners on 
stove sparks 
deadly fire 
in Bronx 


A preschooler toying 
with the burners 

on his mother’s 
stove accidentally 
sparked New York 
City’s deadliest fire in 
decades, an inferno 
that quickly overtook 
an apartment 
building and killed 12. 
Page A15 


Spencer Platt / Getty Images 
Ice forms along 

the fire escape 

of a building 

that caught fire 
Thursday in the 
Bronx, killing 12. 


Trump takes 
aim at Amazon 
over deliveries 
President Donald 
Trump returns to 

a favorite target 

— Amazon.com — 
saying the online 
giant should be 
charged more by the 
U.S. Postal Service 
for the packages it 
sends around dthe 
world. Page A15 


CITY | STATE 


Police: Ex-worker 
at auto shop 
kills 2, self 

A former employee 
of a southwest 
Houston auto shop 
walks in and opens 
fire, killing two, 
before taking his 
own life, police say. 
Page A3 


STAR 


What’s that 
‘who’ you hear 
on New Year’s? 
New Year’s Eve 
revelers might hear 
a great horned owl 
hooting at midnight, 
but the large birds 
won't be celebrating 
but rather calling 
their mates. Page D1 


Kathy Adams Clark 
Great horned owls 


Oil gushes over $60-a-barrel mark 


If price holds, local economy could 
enjoy boosts in drilling activity, jobs 


By Collin Eaton 


Oil prices vaulted above 
$60 a barrel Friday for the 
first time since June 2015, 
reaching a threshold that 
could strengthen Houston 
energy companies and ac- 
celerate the recovery of the 
region’soil-centric economy. 


The milestone could 
mark a tipping point for lo- 
cal drillers, making less lu- 
crative oil fields and costly 
offshore projects financial- 
ly attractive, and spurring 
the hiring of thousands 
more workers in Hous- 
ton. If oil holds near $60 a 
barrel, the metropolitan 


area could add 75,000 jobs 
over the next 12 months — 
30,000 more than if prices 
slide back near $50, ac- 
cording to forecasts by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. 

“We could have a bigger 
expansion in drilling ac- 
tivity than many expected 
in 2018, which could be 
a tailwind for Houston,” 
said Jesse Thompson, a 
business economist at the 


Houston branch of the 
Federal Reserve Bank of 
Dallas. “But oil prices can 
go all over the place, and 
that makes Houston one of 
the most volatile metros to 
forecast job growth.” 

U.S. oil prices rose 
58 cents to $60.42 a barrel 
in New York on Friday, fin- 
ishing the year 12 percent 
higher than it began and 
extending a rally in the 
second half of 2017 that has 


boosted prices more than 
40 percent from their re- 
cent low of $43 a barrel in 
June. 

Prices have more than 
doubled since they hit $26 
a barrel in February 2016, 
the bottom of a brutal oil 
bust that cost Houston tens 
of thousands of jobs and 
pushed scores of compa- 
nies into bankruptcy. 

The last time oil prices 

Oil continues on A18 


By Olivia P. Tallet 


Juan Rodriguez slid 
out from under a silver 
GMC Envoy and began 
to wipe the sweat off his 
face with one of the white 
cloths he keeps in his 
garage. 

A self-employed auto 
mechanic, he’d finished a 
good day’s work, but his 
smile was gone. 

“We have had some 
harmony in the house 
lately, more tranquility,” 
said Juan, breaking a long 
afternoon’s silence, al- 
though he hardly looked 
tranquil. 

He changed the white 
cloth for a darkly stained 
one and began to wipe 
his oily hands. He paused 
and, without taking his 
eyes off his fingers, ex- 


Marie D. De Jesús / Houston Chronicle 


Juan Rodriguez enjoys Thanksgiving with his family at home. He may be deported to El Salvador on Jan. 10. 


FOR ONE FAMILY, A 
NEW YEAR FULL OF FEAR 


‘Nightmare’ deportation looms 
under Trump’s crackdown 


OUT OF TIME 


Seventh in a series 


plained what had been 
troubling him for days: 
“The problem is that we 
are already in Novem- 
ber, and since this month 
arrived, I feel as if I am 
awakening from a dream. 
My nights have turned 
into nightmares because 
the countdown for me has 
started again.” 

Hed been working 
legally in Houston and 
paying taxes for years, 
supporting his wife, Celia, 
and three daughters, Kar- 
en, Rebecca and Kimberly, 


all U.S. citizens. He had 
been required to check in 
annually with immigra- 
tion officials. 

An undocumented 
immigrant from El Sal- 
vador, he was the benefi- 
ciary of so-called “pros- 
ecutorial discretion” 
under the Obama admin- 
istration, for people with 
families and no criminal 
record. 

But all that changed 
with the Trump admin- 
istration’s crackdown on 
illegal immigration. 


When Juan appeared 
for his annual check-in in 
February, officials from 
Immigration and Cus- 
toms Enforcement told 
him he would be deport- 
ed. No more discretion. 

He pleaded for time 
so that he could see Kar- 
en graduate from high 
school in June, when the 
Chronicle and the New 
York Times told the fam- 
ily’s story and his case 
became a cause celebre in 
Houston’s Hispanic legal 
community. 

The Hispanic Bar Asso- 
ciation blamed the Trump 
administration for “dev- 
astating family break- 
ups” and noted Hispanic 
lawyers, led by former 
Texas Supreme Court Jus- 
tice David Medina, filed 

Gangs continues on A12 


» Then-candidate Donald Trump inspired anti-immigration fervor across the country 
— and panic at Juan Rodriguez’s home HoustonChronicle.com/OutofTime 


Colleges 
facing a 
# MeToo 
moment 


Reporting up by 
10 percent, most 
against faculty 
supervisors 


By Maria Danilova 
ASSOCIATED PRESS 


WASHINGTON = 
When Celeste Kidd was a 
graduate student of neu- 
roscience at the Univer- 
sity of Rochester she says 
a professor supervising 
her made her life unbear- 
able by stalking her, mak- 
ing demeaning comments 
about her weight and talk- 
ing about sex. 

Ten years on and now a 
professor of neuroscience 
at the university, Kidd is 
taking legal action. She 
has filed a federal lawsuit 
against the school alleg- 
ing that it mishandled its 
sexual harassment investi- 
gation into the professor’s 
actions and then retaliated 
against her and her col- 
leagues for reporting the 
misconduct. 

“We are trying to bring 
transparency to a system 
that is corrupt,” Kidd told 
the Associated Press. 

Academia — like Holly- 
wood, the media and Con- 
gress — is facing its own 
#MeToo movement over 
allegations of sexual mis- 
conduct. Brett Sokolow, 
who heads an association 
of sexual harassment in- 
vestigators on campuses, 
estimates that the number 
of reported complaints 
has risen by about 10 
percent since the accusa- 
tions against Hollywood 
mogul Harvey Weinstein 
surfaced in early October, 
spurring more women to 
speak out against harass- 
mentin various fields. The 
increase is mostly from 
Graduate continues on A18 


Houston braces for subfreezing start to 2018 


By Dug Begley 


» Midwest, East Coast already weary 
ofwinter with more coming. Page A15 


Residents in north Houston 
may need to make their first New 


Year’s resolutions wrapping up 
pipes and covering plants as the 
region braces for near-record cold 


temperatures to start 2018. 


Meteorologists expect tempera- 
tures in the Houston area to start 
dropping Sunday, and by Tuesday 
morning temperatures could fall 
into the mid-20s, with wind chills 


since 1979. 


Houston’s record low for New 
Year’s Day is 18 degrees in 1928. 
Residents haven’t endured a first 
day of the year below 28 degrees 


“Tt’s going to be cold, and there 
may be a risk of icing,” said Mi- 
chael Walter, spokesman for the 
Houston Office of Emergency 


are monogamous around 14 degrees, according to Management. : SES i 
and stay together the National Weather Service. The forecast has officials con- a Fa eee a 
for years. Strong winds could make some sidering putting crews on high Steve Gonzales / Houston Chronicle 
conditions even more wintry. Cover continues on A18 Houston’s weather is forecast to go from mild to freezing by Monday. 
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